Neoregelia ‘La Nina’


(DRAFT)


by Geoff Lawn





In 2001 I got off  Sydney grower Nina Rehak a so-called marginated Neoregelia carolinae ‘Select’. Recent enquiries revealed that Nina in turn purchased hers in 1986 from Doreen & Barry Wardell of Sydney who had imported it some years earlier from an undetermined overseas source, probably under that name also. 





Some time ago my marginated plant had sported a variegated rosette which has had consistent stripes and thus considered “stable”, so the question became what to call it. Discussion with BSI Cultivar Registrar Derek Butcher indicated this variegated form was already in circulation (in Australia at least) as Neoregelia carolinae ‘Select’ also, which made no distinction from my marginated form. 





“Select” is not deemed an appropriate cultivar name under ICNCP Rules. To cover all variegated forms a base name of ‘La Nina’, to honour both Nina Rehak and after the rain-bearing weather phenomenon, was recently registered. That way, adding a suffix such as N. ‘La Nina’ striated, N.‘La Nina’lineated etc. defines the particular sport. Whether N. ‘La Nina’ is a species form of straight but variable N. carolinae is debatable, as probably it has never been keyed out, any more than the other 100 plus cultivars linked directly to N. carolinae in the Cultivar Registry, at least some of which are probably hybrids.   





N. ’La Nina’ is a few-leaved, open rosette to 50 cms. diameter which in bright light has rather rigid (not pliant or arching) narrow, strap-like leaves with the creamy white variegation flushed hot pink. The carmine pink cup colour bleeds into the variegation and in late Spring the entire foliage turns rosy red. Cultivated seedling selection and constant hybridising has blurred our image of what constitutes the wild species N. carolinae  but does not detract from it’s refined cultivars’ incredible beauty.  




















